CONNECTED
AN ASSEMBLY FOR INTEGRATION WEEK By Andrea Grimason (2013)
The following script has been written to highlight the themes of integration week. It can be performed by a whole class group or by a smaller number of students.  There are no named parts and the lines can be allocated accordingly. It requires a few props, a computer and data-projector to project some images to accompany the piece.
[Music – The xx –Intro – Actors carrying on oversized computer dressed in white coats and goggles / one actor sits centre stage at the computer]
[Projection 1 – Image of the student sitting at the computer –school photograph]
Me, myself and I

Not alone

But part of something bigger
Something greater

Something brighter 
Something stronger

Us, together

A class

A year group 

A school

A movement 

A community

Belonging 

Evolving

Projecting 
Directing

Connecting

In so many ways

On so many levels

In so many directions

It’s enough to make you head spin

It’s all at your finger tips 

The power to change

Information

Education

Dissemination

Knowledge is power

Buttons on a board

Words on a key

They open up a whole new world to you and me

Buttons on a board

Words on a key

They open up a whole new world to me

[MUSIC – The xx  Intro]

[SIX STUDENTS REPRESENT THE FOLLOWING KEYS –SEARCH, ESCAPE, DELETE, HELP, ENTER, HOME]
A simple password opens up the world 

A press of a button, a simple command opening up the wider world

SEARCH – [Student dressed in explorer costume] I’m global, a town, a city, a country and a continent away. A time zone, a long haul flight, a language, a passport away.  A push of my button and I can take you there, I can connect you to the world, open up an understanding of what you have and what others don’t, empathise and open your eyes
[VIDEO CLIP OF- UNICEF -Schools for Africa]
DELETE – [Student dressed in a public service uniform Fireman/ Policeman] sometimes times get tough. Sometimes life can be tricky and sometimes it seems that nobody understands you and that nobody knows how you feel, a click of a button and you realise you are not alone
[VIDEO CLIP OF- Childline video –Numerous one minute films on name calling and depression and bullying –use one appropriate to age range]

HELP – [Student dressed as Doctor or Nurse]
Time on your hands? Time to spare? Time to share? Helping others and reaching out, volunteering in your community, who needs you? Is there anybody out there willing to share? What could I do?
[VIDEO CLIP OF ‘GOOD: Get Your Volunteer On’]

ESCAPE – [Student dressed as environmentalist] We are all connected  but we need to find a voice to speak out for the venerable and  beautiful and life-sustaining things on earth we need to protect, the things that don’t have a voice, the things that make our world beautiful.
[VIDEO CLIP OF WE ARE ALL CONNECTED WWF PSA 60 SECS]

HOME – [Student at keyboard in uniform] Home. It’s good to go home. You are never alone. You have a place, a friendly face, a sense of belonging, a friend, a group, a class, a year, a school and a community, [VIDEO CLIP OF Child’s Eye 2011 Ronnie McQuillan CARSON Bursary short film on integration / FIRST 60SECS]
We are different 

We are individuals 

We are all united 

Integrated in our sense of space

In our sense of place

Our hopes and dreams for a brighter future

Buttons on a board

Words on a key 

They all open up the world to you and me

We can explore 

We can be informed

But the words we speak and the thoughts we share

Will make a difference and show we care

