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Prime Minister David Cameron and President Barack Obama visit Enniskillen IPS 

Enniskillen Integrated Primary got the 

shock of their lives when Prime Minister 

David Cameron and President Barack 

Obama came for a visit at the school 

while attending the G8 summit.  

When speaking with reporters Adele 

Kerr mentioned “We knew something 

but didn’t know what, when we heard it 

was Mr Obama and Mr Cameron I just 

laughed, I didn’t think it could be true. 

When I realised it was happening, I told 

the staff and the pupils. They couldn’t 

believe it either. Mr Cameron and Mr 

Obama met each other and shook 

hands. I stretched my hand out to wel-

come them but Mr Obama threw his 

arms around me, hugged me and kissed 

me. Then Mr Cameron said that if the 

President got a hug from me that he 

would have to get one too” 

During the 45 minute visit, the President 

and Prime Minister helped some pupils 

paint a mural. Mr Obama was soon        

admitting he was in trouble for going 

outside the lines but it was Mr Cameron 

who received praise for finishing first. 

The leaders then signed a G8-themed 

quilt. Obama wrote ‘Dream Big Dreams’ 

while Cameron added ‘ With thanks for 

all you do’. 

G8 quilt signed by the President and 
Prime Minister 

The visitor book signed by the special 
guests 

www.nicie.org  info@nicie.org.uk  
Tel. 02890 972910 Fax. 02890 972919 

Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education 
25 College Gardens, Belfast, BT9 6BS 
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At the end of May, NICIE were      

privileged to receive a visit from    

colleagues involved in developing 

integrated education in Macedonia.  

NICIE CEO, Noreen Campbell, 

summed up the importance of the 

visit: “Last year NICIE inaugurated 

the International Peace Education 

Global Network.  This initiative      

introduced us to and connected us with those involved 

in Integrated Education in divided societies around the 

world. We are delighted that one outcome of this    

initiative has been our partnership with the Nansen      

Dialogue Centre in Skopje, Macedonia” 

 

Visits to integrated schools, included Rowandale IPS, 

Hazelwood IPS and Crumlin IPS, facilitating a deeper 

insight into the integrated ethos, formed an integral 

element of the visit.  Sasho Stojkovski, Director of the 

Nansen Dialogue Centre said: “We are delighted to be 

here in Northern Ireland building an on-going        

partnership with NICIE. The model of Integrated     

Education developed here in Northern Ireland has 

been an inspiration to us in Macedonia. We have   

enjoyed visiting integrated schools here and we look 

forward to building strong links between both       

countries going forward.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A highlight of the visit was a seminar, presented by 

leaders of the Nansen Dialogue Centre in Skopje, 

which took place in the Canada room at QUB. Invited 

guests included some of the founders and supporters 

of integrated education in Northern Ireland, university 

professors, directors of education bodies and repre-

sentatives of the Department of Education.  NDC 

Skopje presented its achievements in the field of    

integrated education as well as the development path 

of the Nansen model for integrated education and the 

training centre. Invited guests heard about the      

challenges faced in developing integrated education 

in a country emerging from conflict where, as well as 

ethnic and religious differences, there are also three 

recognised languages.  An overview of the current 

situation in the field of integrated education in       

Macedonia and the efforts undertaken by NDC Skopje 

was also given by Dr. Claire McGlynn, Professor at 

the Queen’s University in Belfast.  

 

The visit was inspiring and mutually beneficial to both 

organisations, as Noreen Campbell acknowledged: 

‘We have a lot to learn from each other, we can     

provide support to each other and we can connect 

schools and children, building links between our   

countries.’ 
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Thirteen educators from Germany, Romania and 

Finland spent a full week with NICIE in mid-May in 

order to gain an insight into the integrated ethos with 

its emphasis on all-ability, co-educational education 

which has been developed as a contribution towards 

peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first few days of their visit were spent gaining an 

insight into the history and development of integrated 

education, set in the context of a society                

experiencing division and conflict.  Having heard 

about the integrated ethos in theory, the visiting 

teachers were then inspired to experience the       

anti-bias approach in practice in schools such as 

Oakgrove Integrated Primary and Post-Primary in   

L/Derry and Shimna Integrated College and All    

Children’s Integrated Primary School in Newcastle.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula McIlwaine from NICIE said ‘NICIE is so    

grateful to all the participating schools for being so 

open and welcoming in their reception of our        

European visitors.  The visitors were extremely      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

impressed and appreciated the opportunity to     

sample ideas and practice which they had not      

experienced before.’ 

 

On the final day of their study trip, after a visit to 

Parkhall Integrated College, the visitors were  

fortunate to spend their final hours in Northern Ire-

land at the Giant’s Causeway and savoured the sun-

shine as the bus weaved its way along the coastal 

road back to Belfast.    The group’s evaluation of the 

week was extremely positive and plans are already 

underway for a further visit, with a new group of edu-

cators, in May 2014.   

 

 



 4 
PAGE 4 

Congratulations to APTIS on the 
successful 2013 NICIE / APTIS 
Conference which took place in the 
Dunsilly Hotel on 16th & 
17th  April.   The Conference 
opened with Crumlin IPS choir pro-
voking thought through their choice 
of song.  The packed programme 
centred on the theme of ‘bridging 
and bonding’.  APTIS were inspired 
to hear from keynote speakers Alan 
McBride and Norman Richardson 
and appreciated the Minister of Ed-
ucation, John O’Dowd taking time 
out of his busy schedule to address 
Principals of integrated schools. 

A series of very informative work-
shops were facilitated by serving 
and retired integrated school princi-
pals.  The themes of these work-
shops ranged from a focus on the 
inspection process to the develop-
ment of nurture rooms in primary 
schools and APTIS were extremely 
grateful to Sam McCready & Ken 
Harland for sharing the findings of 
their recent research on ‘Taking 
Boys Seriously’.  Power-points from 
the various workshops are availa-
ble below. 

A lively debate also took place on 
the topic of ‘2020 Vision: Education 
in Northern Ireland in 7 years’.  A 
range of thoughts were expressed 
by invited panel members Clare 
Bailey, Green Party; Ulf Hansson, 
UNESCO Centre University of Ul-
ster; Noreen Campbell, NICIE CEO 
and  Chris Lyttle of the Alliance 
Party. 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone who par-
ticipated in this year’s Spring Con-
ference for making it a success. 
 
Resources from the Spring Confer-
ence can be found on the NICIE 
website under APTIS. 

Clare Bailey, Green Party; Ulf Hansson, 
UNESCO Centre University of Ulster; Noreen 
Campbell, NICIE CEO and  Chris Lyttle of the 
Alliance Party 

Alan McBride with Patricia Murtagh 

Following  the recent information session  “Teaching the Commemoration of Significant Events 100 
Years On”,  at the APTIS conference in April 2013,  we are in a position to offer other kinds of support to 
schools considering development in this area. 
 
We are able to offer the following services to schools during the Autumn 2013 term: 
 
 In-school support for the PDMU coordinator or Head of History who may wish to develop links to 

C.R.E.D /thematic units/or subject links. 
 Whole school awareness raising sessions  with the emphasis on cross curricular links and whole 

school issues on Staff Development Days. 
 Heads of History forum, with workshops on facilitation strategies. 
 Date and venue will be confirmed for the start of the new academic year.  A flyer with relevant infor-

mation will be sent to schools in August with further details. 
 
If you, or any member of your staff, would like to avail of these services please contact: 
 
Sheelagh Dean   Project officer at sheelaghdean@gmail.com 
 
Denise Morgan NICIE Development Officer at dmorgan@nicie.org.uk  Tel: 028 9097 2910 

mailto:sheelaghdean@gmail.com
mailto:dmorgan@nicie.org.uk
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Since you last had an update about “Sharing Class-
rooms: Deepening Learning” here’s what we’ve been 
doing!  
 2 days training for over 50 teachers from 17 Area 

Learning Communities during the worst pre- East-
er weather ever! 

 Entitlement Framework coordinators work with 
SCDL facilitators to develop a common induction 
programme for all schools in the Newry and 
Mourne Area Learning Community 

 Fleming Fulton and Glenveagh Special Schools 
hold  “Come Dine with Me”  shared events 

 Ballynahinch schools enjoy joint Cultural visit day 
to Peace Walls and Murals in Belfast  

 Whole staff training days on collaboration and re-
lationship building in various schools 

 Web based resource developed by teachers to 
use in shared classrooms goes on-line- formal 
launch planned for October 

 SCDL/Youth Link training and accreditation for 35 
student mentors in shared classrooms agreed for 
August  

 “Making the most of 6th Form” developed for 120 
students and 15 teachers in North Down and Ards 
Area Learning Community 

 80 students and 20 teachers from shared class-
rooms in Craigavon Area Learning Community  to 
participate in choice of induction programmes and 
residential work  

 Focus group work with learners continues in 
Lecale Area Learning Community 

 200 teachers in Carrick Area Learning Community 
to access SCDL training in August for start of new 
school year  

 
As you can see, mo-
mentum has grown in 
year 2. We’re now 6 
months from project 
end and busier than 
ever. We hope to be 
able to share all the 
variety of learning and 
experiences with you in 

a showcase later in the year. Until then, here’s a 
more in depth flavour of how students and teachers 
from one partnership have benefitted from being in-
volved with SCDL. 
  
In early April, students from St Colman's High School 
and The Ballynahinch High School began prepara-
tions for a shared cultural trip with some honest dis-
cussion about their cultural background and tradi-

tions. The question, 'Has anyone ever had anything 
said to them personally about their religion?' yielded 
interesting insights about young people’s experiences 
and their willingness to share them with each other. 
New learning about each other’s traditions elicited 
surprise and comments that in towns that are seen to 
be “mainly Protestant or mainly Catholic” it must be 
difficult to be “the other”.  
 
Students continued preparations for their trip by con-
sidering what they would 
write on the "Peace Walls" in 
Belfast the following week. 
Here’s a sample of what they 
said: 
 It's nothing but a label 
 Bring us all together 
 Make peace not war 
 Stop the division 
 Does religion really matter? 
 Wise up, we are all the same 
 Learn the flags before you fly them 
 
On the actual day, pupils had a murals and peace 
wall tour from an approved guide; ate lunch in the 
trendy cathedral quarter and completed the day with 
a guided tour of Stormont buildings where they mar-
velled at the grandeur of the building and the 
grounds!  Representatives from SF and the DUP took 
part in a lively question and answer session. Students 
tasked the politicians on a variety of issues including 
plans to reform the Educational Maintenance Allow-
ance, the lack of facilities for young people in their 
area and most of all, did MLAs feel it was acceptable 
for students taking part in shared education classes 
to be walking from school to school in the cold and 
rain? Both representatives acknowledged it was an 
issue and promised to bring it back to their parties for 
consideration. We await with interest!  
 
Research about this partnership and all SCDL partici-
pating schools will be available as research, case 
study materials and guidance  after the project has 
completed.  
 
Congratulations to Sarah 
Stirrup, the new SCDL 
project administrator on 
her recent wedding to 
Gareth Goodwin. We wish 
them both a long and hap-
py life together. 
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The project is funded by The International Fund for Ireland (IFI) and 

managed by the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education 

(NICIE). 
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CEO News 
 
Sectoral Support Body 
 
NICIE had hoped to be well ahead in its planning for becoming a Sectoral Support Body. Unfortunately 
this cannot happen until the Education Bill becomes law. This bill has still to go to the Assembly for con-
sideration. It is unlikely that ESA will now be implemented before April 2014 with SSBs starting at the 
same time.  
 
Being an SSB will allow NICIE to provide increased support to schools and to work further with schools 
in consolidating and promoting the collegiate of integrated schools.  
NICIE will liaise closely with schools on how we will best meet your needs as a Sectoral Support body 
and will be in contact with you further in September. 
 
Area Based Planning  
 
Thank you to schools who have responded and encouraged others to respond to consultation on area 
based planning for the primary phase. The deadline for responses is close. NICIE will include in its re-
sponse the plans of individual schools as well as seeking assurances that parental choice for IE will be 
guaranteed and that integrated provision will be made available in every area. 
 
Staffing 
 
NICIE would like to pay tribute to the work of Olwen Griffith, who has been on secondment to NICIE 

from her post as principal of Blackwater IC. She has provided invaluable support to me as CEO, and 

given great leadership to the Development Team as line manager. Her contribution to schools has been 

invaluable as has her work leading Associates through Area Based Planning. Olwen returns to her post 

at the end of June. She will be missed.  

@niciebelfast 

 

@sclassrooms 
Sharing Classrooms 
Deepening Learning 

Nicie Belfast 
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Cambodia Youth for Change 
Hope Through Learning 

 
 

 Report from Vouchleang (Mab-CYC Project Assistant) 
 
 

Scholarships  
 
CYC has eight scholarship students this year. On Sundays- Nich 
and Houy two Scholarship Girls, continue CYC outreach activities 
in surrounding villages. The girls held an activity with children in 
their Village. 18 Children joined this programme. For this small 
activity the scholarship students worked with local children to 
make fun from art work and increase knowledge about clean 
teeth. All the Children were also involved in writing activities with 
CYC. The children were happy with all the activities and they like 
and want to visit at CYC Center. As this village is quite far from 
CYC Center (7Km), not all Children can visit. But all children said 
they are happy with CYC outreach activities with one local child 
saying ‘every weekend Nich and Houy work with us and we have 
lots of fun with them’. 
 
 
CYC Center – New Teaching Space 
 
The children are very happy with the new teaching space be-
cause we can keep students in from the rain and strong sun light. 
Children can play in this area and it is also used for English, read-
ing and writing classes. 
 
 
Need for more Books   for CYC Community Library 

 
Miss Vichaka 22 years old and have heard about CYC from her friend (Mab who volunteers with the CYC).  
She is very interested with CYC Library program and from March-May, she donated fiction books and Maga-
zine (115 books in total). 

 
Due to the increasing demands in July, student will have exams to finish their academic year. They will need 
more resource to study. However, they could not afford to buy some books as they are very expensive for 
many local children. 

 
In response to the demands, new books have also been bought from the local market, as now CYC needs a 
lot books for students. 
 
However we will need plenty more and would encourage everyone be generous donate money towards this 
expense. 
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SENCOs Committee 
 
The SENCOs committee has met three 
times this year.  At their meeting in 
January, in Oakwood IPS, they dis-
cussed future meetings.  They also 
agreed to send to all schools the terms 
of reference for the committee; these 
were sent out to all Principals and 
SENCOs and are available from NICIE 
if any school would like to see them.  
At the meeting in April, hosted by 
Lough View IPS, they received a 
presentation from Dave Stewart 
(Barnardos) on school based counsel-
ling.  It was agreed at that meeting that 
integrated schools need to lobby the 
Minister of Education to make school 
based counselling available to primary 
schools.  There was also a discussion 
on whether integrated schools could 
pull their resources to access counsel-
ling.  Information on these discussions 
will go out schools the week beginning 
15th April.  The last meeting was held 
in Forge IPS on Wednesday 5th June 
this meeting looked at ideas for the 
committee to take forward in the school 
year 2013/2014.  Thank you to all the 
SENCOs who contribute to the commit-

tee and to Joe Healy (Corran IPS) for 
chairing it.  Have a lovely summer and 
we look forward to working with you 
next term. 
 
Peer Mediation 
 
NICIE and Corrymeela held a: 
‘Training for Trainers’ session in 
May.  This two day programme, in the 
Antrim Board Centre, was attended by 
15 primary schools.  We were particu-
larly excited by the links schools were 
making with each other and hope that 
they will work together in establishing 
Peer Mediation in their schools.  NICIE 
were delighted to have the opportunity 
to work with Corrymeela and hope to 
offer further training sessions in part-
nership with them.  A big thank you to 
Richard Mulcahy for facilitating the two 
days, Randalstown Central PS whose 
pupils came out to help us on the first 
day and to the PIEE team in the 
NEELB for organising the room and 
catering. 
 
Soon Wan Kang, a lecturer from South 
Korea, joined us for the two days.  
Soon Wan is revising her 2007 book on 

Peer Mediation and is particularly im-
pressed with the model promoted by 
NICIE.  She also got a chance to visit 
Round Tower IPS and Oakgrove IPS 
where she was able to meet with pupils 
who have trained as Peer Mediators.  
She also got a chance to speak with 
staff and Seamus Farrell, the co-author 
of the programme which NICIE uses. 
 
Excellence in Integrated Education 
Award 
 
There are several schools who are 
working through the EIEA in the hope 
of going for assessment in 2014.  
NICIE will be reviewing the toolkit over 
the summer and will issue it to all 
schools looking at EIEA at the start of 
September.  If you are interested in the 
award please contact Cliodhna Scott-
Wills on: 9097 2821 or cscott-
wills@nicie.org.uk  

Calling all parents! 
 

Have your say now!  Express your thoughts on increasing integrated education in your area.   
 

How?          Complete a short questionnaire about the strategic plan for primary provision in your ELB area.   

Where?      Fill it in online or download from www.puttingpupilsfirst.com 

When?        Before the deadline 30 June 2013 

 

NB   If you live in the Belfast area remember to register your desire for an increase in integrated education 
from 4% to 33%  
 

Thank you to all parents who have taken time to show their support for integrated education by engaging in this 
process.  

EXITING NEWS… NEW FORUM for Heads of History and PDMU Co-ordinators 
 
NICIE are setting up a new Heads of History and PDMU Co-ordinators Forum.  Our focus will 
initially look at “Dealing with the Decade of Commemorations”.  Our first event will take 
place in the Autumn term.  Dates will be confirmed in August.  
 
If you would like further details, please contact: Denise Morgan, NICIE Development Officer 
at dmorgan@nicie.org.uk  

mailto:cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk
mailto:cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk
http://www.puttingpupilsfirst.com
mailto:dmorgan@nicie.org.uk
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Community Choir of Hazelwood College 
 
The Community Choir of Hazelwood College had their first 
public performance at a concert in Hillcroft Primary school 
on Thursday 30

th
 May 2013. The Choir were set up by Ms 

Tracy Beare in February this year and the choir is made up 
of 15 community members from different backgrounds from 
the North Belfast / Newtownabbey area. They ‘wowed’ the 
audience with their 2 and 3 part rendition of ‘Hallelujah’, 
‘Dixieland Jazz’, ‘Something inside so strong’ and ‘Why we 
Sing’. 
 
The Choir meet every Tuesday night from 7.00pm – 8.00pm. 
If you would be interested in joining the Choir in September 
please ring the following number to confirm your interest. 
(02890 774202) 

 

The Good Life at North Coast Integrated College 

 

On Thursday 6 June Mayor Sam Cole visited North Coast 

Integrated to officially open the College garden. The fan-

tastic weather helped to showcase this wonderful facility in 

all its glory. Not only is the garden an invaluable teaching 

tool within various disciplines, it is also one which gives 

students a peaceful environment to spend time in.  

 

The garden is home to many animals ranging from hens to 

guinea pigs. The College offers a sixth form enrichment 

course in Animal Care. This extra OSQ qualification is ex-

tremely useful for those who wish to work in the veterinary 

and agricultural industries. However, the skills that are 

developed from spending time in the garden and with the 

animals are useful for all and can be transferred to any 

career pathway. 

Ulidia’s Parent's Council Event - Sainsbury's 
Eat well for Less Demonstration  
 
Thank you to all to helped out and attended last night’s 
Sainsbury’s Eat Well for Less event in school.  It was a 
great success, raising £145 towards pupil prizes, trips etc at 
the end of the year.  We had a very witty demonstration 
from Arlene Thompson and her ‘right hand woman’, Elaine, 
who both kept us engaged, entertained and enthralled by 
their ‘eat well for less’ recipe ideas from Sainsbury’s.  Our 
taste buds were definitely tickled and tantalised with every-
thing from easy risotto and healthy desserts to her ‘sexy’ 
panacotta and sheep cheese with honey and ground cof-
fee!!  (By the way there are still some panacotta samples in 
the fridge for those of you who get their first!) It was great to 
see so many parents their enjoying the evening and sup-
porting our school. 
 
We would love to organise another event in the first term 
next year – maybe some more will be tempted to join us? 

PAGE 10 
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How Do You Make Peace Permanent in 
Northern Ireland?  

There are some who would say that the question of how to 
create permanent peace in Northern Ireland is one that will 
forever go unanswered. Indeed, the country has been 
steeped in unrest since its very inception in 1921, and from 
an outside perspective violence runs through the veins of 
the province. It is difficult to disassociate the North from the 
strong history of conflict that exists, perhaps most noticea-
bly those of the 60s and 70s, commonly referred to as the 
Troubles. 
The idea of trying to make an imprint on the concrete ide-
als and prejudices that have developed over the past cen-
tury or so is a daunting one. Throughout my life, and the 
lives of my peers, the fracture in society has been evident, 
inevitable, and accepted. There are stark reminders of tur-
moil that occasionally surface in the news, a car bomb kill-
ing a police officer, a Catholic boy beaten up because he 
was just that, a Catholic boy. Seemingly random attacks, 
threats, and incidents cloud the peace in Northern Ireland, 
and remind us that the events spoken of by our parents 
and commemorated in our communities happened fairly 
recently, much more recently than we would like to think. 
We are used to adults’ tutting at the television and stories 
about the Troubles. The path towards permanent peace is 
there, but we have a long way to travel before we can 
claim it as our own.  
In my eyes, this journey must firstly begin with the Northern 
Irish youth. It is nigh on impossible to change those who 
are dyed-in-the-wool Nationalists, or firm Unionists. These 
strong sets of beliefs are readily found in those who have 
lived through the events of the past thirty years and have 
little to no objectivity or flexibility in their views towards the 
future of the country. For this reason I think it is vital that 
the young people on our communities are shown alterna-
tive attitudes from those expressed within the home and 
are helped to realise their own individual beliefs. If not, 
there is the dangerous possibility that ignorance and influ-
ence can lead to hatred fostered against an unknown ene-
my.  
Integrated education is the first of many steps which I be-
lieve will truly turn the tide in Northern Ireland. It encour-
ages natural integration and its effects spill over into social 
situations, with cross-community friendships forged that 
prove stronger than any preconceptions. Objective educa-
tion in areas such as religion and history give a fair and 
balanced view, presenting facts and not opinions. How can 
we be expected to advance into an integrated society if the 
majority of our young people are going to religiously segre-
gated schooling? How can old barriers be demolished and 
new bonds formed if separate spheres are maintained?  
The answer to this is simple, they cannot be. Without intro-
ducing change at an educational level, segregation of a 
kind will continue, and permanent peace will become im-
possible. It is only through children and young people that 
true change can be achieved, and in turn they will pass this 
on. I have been fortunate enough to experience the bene-
fits of integration first hand, and I hope that in the future 
most of the schools in Northern Ireland will become fully 
integrated. Without it I do not believe I would hold the ob-
jective views I now hold, and I believe that this is an oppor-
tunity that should be given to everyone. You wish to know 
how to make peace permanent in Northern Ireland? Look 
to your children, and look to integration.  
 
Sacha White, Year 14 @ Erne College, for the G8 writing 

competition  

Britain's Got Talent star goes back to school 
 
Jordan O’Keefe returned to Oakgrove to visit the place 
where his passion for music developed.  He spent the 
afternoon with the students entertaining them.  
Jordan wowed the judges on the auditions of “Britain's 
Got Talent” last month,    performing the One Direction 
hit “Little Things”. 
 
Jordan stated before his debut; “I want to do something 
with my life, I want to   become a singer,” and soon after 
Simon Cowell was praising the past pupil of Oakgrove, 
saying: “I absolutely loved it.” 
 
With more than 12 million viewers watching Jordan’s ap-
pearance on the show, he’s had to cope with almost in-
stant overnight fame, but he’s loving it! 
 
The 18-year-old said: “I’ve got over 100,000 new follow-
ers on Twitter now and I keep getting loads of messages, 
but I can deal with the fame. 
“I’m trying really hard to reply to the tweets – everyone’s 
been so nice!” 
 
Jill Markham, Principal of Oakgrove was quoted saying 
“Everyone here at Oakgrove is so proud of Jordan, and 
we wish him every success with his future.” 

O'Dowd launches innovative  
energy saving scheme at  

Dungannon Integrated College 
 
Education Minister John O’Dowd and Enterprise Minis-
ter Arlene Foster pictured with Jill Nesbitt (head girl of 
Dungannon Integrated College) and Jarek Zasadzinski 
(CEO of Greiner Packaging Ltd) at the official launch of 
‘Project SCool’ and innovative scheme which uses the 
waste produced by the packaging plant to provide free 
heat to the school.  
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‘UN World Day for Cultural Diversity’  
celebrated by Integrated College Dungannon 

 

Integrated College Dungannon in partnership with 
ArtsEkta – Northern Ireland’s leading ethnic arts organisa-
tion, held a ‘One World Day’ of arts and cultural activities with 
Year 8 students to mark United Nations World Day for Cul-
tural Diversity for Dialogue and Development.   
 

The event is part of the world-wide campaign “Do One Thing 
for Diversity and Inclusion”, aimed at engaging people 
around the world to support Cultural Diversity and Inclusion. 
 

Students and teachers from Integrated College Dungannon 
welcomed artists and cultural facilitators, now living in North-
ern Ireland to the college, to share in a day’s activities of arts, 
dialogue, cultural exchange and fun.  
 

The artists and cultural facilitators are associates of ArtsEkta 
and the day is part of their unique Cultural Coach Pro-
gramme funded mainly by the Arts Council of Northern Ire-
land and Ulster Garden Villages. 
 

Niamh Flanagan, Project Manager for ArtsEkta’s Cultural 
Coach Programme, was delighted to have been invited to 
join with the students to share in the Diversity Day celebra-
tions.  Speaking at the event, she said “ArtsEkta’s One World 
Days enable young people to appreciate the richness and 
diversity of cultures and support schools in a practical and 
fun way, to recognise and to challenge, prejudice and dis-
crimination where they exist through a programme of work-
shops with artists from around the world.  
 

The artists who come from Africa, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, 
India, Ireland and Poland deliver workshops to over 75 stu-
dents throughout the day in dance, music, drumming and in 
various visual arts and crafts from these countries. 
 

Robin Regan, Head of International students at Integrated 

College Dungannon, said “We are delighted to have ArtsEkta 

join us this year in celebrating World Day for Culture. It is a 

very important day on our college calendar and compliments 

our college ethos of ‘Learning Together’ and celebrating di-

versity. The students had a great day participating in the 

workshops which were both engaging and insightful.” 

Hazelwood has been busy marking NICIE’s first 
“International Integrated Week” in style. Throughout the 
week children, pupils and parents have been engaged 
in learning about countries across the world- taking a 
step in others shoes, learning about traditions, food, 
facts, daily life and cultures. 
  
With the theme being Me, We and the World children 
have been inspired to look beyond our school and how 
they as citizen’s can contribute to the world around us. 
At the heart of all we do is the teaching of integration 
itself- discussing issues such as religion, culture, gen-
der, sexuality, class, learning and discrimination. Our 
core objective is to teach communication skills which 
develop mutual respect, acceptance and equality. 
 
The school choir sang at both the Peace Proms at the 
Waterfront Hall, and our local Tesco’s highlighting the 
integrated cause through words and music. 
A special International Food Fayre, combined with a 
visit from Opera North (currently performing Othello at 
the Grand Opera House) saw a spectacular array of 
culture, food, costume on display. 

First Lego League™ 
 
After many long hours, we left to make an early start for 
W5.  W5 held the event in the home of the Belfast Gi-
ants – The Odyssey Arena Ice Rink!   
There where 4 different categories to compete in – Ro-
bot Performance, Project Presentation, Core Values In-
terviews & a Robot Design Interview.  There was strong 
competition from schools travelling from all over North-
ern Ireland.   
With help from SAP and Hutchinson’s Care Home we 
crafted a strategy of attack. 
We impressed the judges within the Robot Design cate-
gory enough to win a much coveted Lego Trophy.   We 
would like to give a special word of thanks to Phil Taylor 
from SAP Belfast for sponsoring our team and for all his 
help and support. 
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Bombardier Flight Challenge 2013 Winners! 
 

On Tuesday 28
th
 May 2013 schools from all over Northern Ireland 

took part in the annual Bombardier Flight Challenge at W5.  The 
competition involved pupils designing, building and flying a self-
propelled model aircraft. Pupils from the popular STEM club, Greg-
ory Hewitt (Year 11) and Ryan Kirkpatrick (Year 10), won first 
place in the competition in the Key Stage four/five category. This 
will be Greg’s third time in a row winning the competition and 
Ryan’s second.  The boys impressed judges with their detailed 
description of the aerodynamics of their plane during their presen-
tation and scored full marks in the flying section. The prize in-
cludes an all-expenses paid trip to the Autumn Airshow at Duxford, 
Cambridgeshire and £1000 for the school! We are extremely proud 
of their success! 

Hazelwood are crowned UK Champions  
in the Global Rock Challenge 

 
On Friday 7

th
 June, in Grimsby Auditorium Hazelwood Integrated College 

won the title of UK Champions in the Be Your Best Rock Challenge com-
petition.  
Rock Challenge is a worldwide event in countries such as Australia, Ja-
pan, America and Europe and is the UK’s most popular youth culture 
event. The Rock Challenge is a 100% drug and alcohol free experience 
aimed at 11-18 year olds where young people are encouraged to be their 
best. 
Not only did Hazelwood win 1

st
 place but they were also awarded 8 special 

awards for Best Set Design, Best Stage Crew, Best Soundtrack, Student 
Leadership, PR and Media, School Community Support, Spirit of Rock 
Challenge and Drug Awareness. 

Death & Co pays a visit to 
Sperrin College ! 

 
Sperrin Integrated College are delighted to launch ‘Death  
& Co’, the first book in a ‘teen’ trilogy penned by Debbie 
(DJ) McCune, a Sperrin teacher and now a published 
author.  Debbie is Head of Religious Studies at Sperrin 
College and in the summer of 2012 she quietly secured 
an international three-book deal with Hot Key Books. 
 
Debbie wished to launch ‘Death & Co’ in her school 
which provided her with a vast array of ideas and inspira-
tion.  She has been off on maternity leave for the past 
few months and arrived at Sperrin College on Wednes-
day 5 June as an author, she will return to her teaching 
post before the end of June. 
 
Pupils and staff  heard Debbie talk at great length about the book, where her ideas came from, the characters and the 
inspiration for the theme of the trilogy.  Debbie  says that Religion has been a main thread through her first book, ‘Death & 
Co’.   Debbie also read extracts from her book to a mesmerised audience of Sperrin pupils and staff and held a ‘Questions 
and Answers’ session with pupils afterwards. 
 
Debbie McCune was born in Belfast and grew up in Carrickfergus, a seaside town just north of the city. As a child she 
liked making up stories and even wrote some down, including a thriller about a stolen wallaby. At school she hated doing 
homework, except writing stories for English - which were long enough to make her teachers weep. Debbie read Theology 
at Trinity College, Cambridge but mostly just read lots of books. Debbie lives in Portstewart with her husband, daughter - 
and two cats with seven legs between them.  
 
‘Death & Co’ has received fantastic reviews with some commenting that ‘I loved every minute of it, not knowing what was 
going to happen and then finding out.  This book made me laugh and cry.  I would strongly recommend this book.’ 
 
Literary review agents have tipped the ‘Death & Co’ trilogy to be the next big thing ! 

Hazelwood IC UK Champions in 
 Global Rock Challenge 
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ICD Girls enjoy success at Northern Ireland  
Volleyball Competition 

 

Two teams from Integrated College Dungannon took 
part for the first time in the Volleyball Schools’ Cup at 
Jordanstown University, Belfast.  Participating in the 
Under 14 section, both teams enjoyed the experience 
of competing in a new sport against a variety of 
schools from all over Northern Ireland. 
 
The Boys’ team successfully reached the quarter final 
stage of the main competition having played Campbell 
College, Belfast; Holywood Steiner School and Lis-
more Comprehensive. Unfortunately, the boys where 
defeated by Markethill High School who went on to be-
come runners up in the final. 
 
The Girls’ team went even further after playing group matches against Coleraine High School; St Marys High 
School; Lismore Comprehensive and Holywood Steiner School.  Having successfully negotiated the group 
stage the girls won both their quarter and semi final matches against Lismore Comprehensive and Coleraine 
High, setting up a final with St Mary’s High School, Newry. 
 
The match finished in favour of St Mary’s, but the ICD girls performed superbly throughout the competition 
and both ICD teams where outstanding ambassadors for the college. 

  Football Integrated Cup 2013 
 
The rain held off on the 20th June to allow Glengormley IPS, Hazelwood 
IPS, Millennium IPS and Oakwood IPS to play out a superb morning’s 
football. The second year of the Football Integrated Cup was held at the 
Brook Activity Centre on their superb 3g surface.  
 
All of the matches were very closely competed. Each team played three 
matches. Hazelwood IPS maintained a confident, passing style of football 
throughout each game. The goalkeeper and defence of Oakwood IPS kept 
waves of attack at bay, allowing the Oakwood midfielders to strike on the 
break.  Millennium IPS had a well organised side and they were very 
strong in midfield. Glengormley IPS had a very strong attacking presence 

coupled with powerful and fast players on the wing.  
 
The competition was so close that three teams drew on points, with        
Glengormley IPS chosen as 2013 winners on goal difference. Well done to 
all of the Glengormley team and coaches!  
 
The spirit of the children throughout the day was excellent. I wish to thank 
them all for taking part and making the second year of the Football             
Integrated Cup a great success.  I would also like to thank Chris Denvir, 
Glengormley IPS; Jim McDaid, Hazelwood IPS and Rory Gardner,             
Millennium IPS. A big thank you to Nigel 

Arnold, Glengormley IPS for taking superb photographs. Special thanks 
should also go to the staff of the Brook Activity Centre, who were very 
friendly and helpful.  
 
Next year, we hope to expand the competition to include more Integrated 
Primary Schools from the Greater Belfast area. Watch out for the invitation 
or get in touch for more information! 
Richard Mulcahy, Oakwood IPS. 


