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COU N CI L  FO R INT EGR AT ED EDU C AT IO N. . .  

The chief executive of the Northern 
Ireland Council for Integrated       
Education (NICIE), Noreen      
Campbell, welcomed GCSE and A 
level exam successes of students at 
integrated schools and colleges 
across Northern Ireland. Year on 
year, results in integrated colleges 
are outstanding, this year proved to 
be no exception, with students cele-
brating exceptional results.  NICIE is        
delighted at the high level of student 
achievement and the performance of 
schools in these exams. 
 
The results from our integrated 
schools prove that quality education 
is enhanced in an inclusive,          
integrated environment where      
diversity is celebrated and high    
expectations are the norm. 
 
The board of directors and all       
involved in NICIE congratulate these 
young people on their successes 
and pay tribute to the dedicated work 

of staff in their colleges. 
 
Noreen Campbell, NICIE Chief     
Executive, expressed delight at the 
achievements of students across the 
sector: “Many parents will begin the 
school year agonising about whether 
their children should undergo the 
stress of selection tests for entry into 
grammar school. Successful results 
from the integrated sector prove that 
invidious selection is not necessary. 
All children in all schools in Northern 
Ireland, regardless of status, follow 
the same curriculum. The high     
expectations and the positive     
learning environment provided in 
integrated schools ensure that     
students fulfil their potential.  
 
Mrs Campbell stated “Integrated   
colleges are the most oversub-
scribed schools in Northern Ireland. 
These results tell us why: integrated 
colleges provide a high achieving 
environment for all students.”  

www.nicie.org  info@nicie.org.uk  
Tel. 02890 972910 Fax. 02890 972919 

Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education 
25 College Gardens, Belfast, BT9 6BS 

Three elated pupils at Crumlin IC celebrate their successful results  
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AS AND A LEVEL SUCCESS AT   
INTEGRATED COLLEGE  

DUNGANNNON 
 
The Board of Governors, Principal, staff and students 
of Integrated College Dungannon (ICD) are delighted 
with the AS and A Level results received with 100% 
of students attaining 2+ A* - E grades at A’ Level. 
 
Head of Sixth Form, Louise Burke said, “We are   
delighted for our students.  They have worked hard 
to attain the best results they could both at AS and A 
Level and have made both the college and their    
families very proud”. 
 
This year’s top performers were Oxford bound, 
Michal Jurkowski with straight A* grades in        
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics and Art 
& Design and a grade A in AS Level ICT; Ryan 
Cairns with A* grades in Biology and Chemistry and 
A grades in Physics and Mathematics. Other notable 
successes came from, Sophie Lennon, James     
Nesbitt, Laura Tate, Niamh McElroy and Kacper 
Kuczkowski. 
 
The college’s success was also reflected at AS level 
with excellent results from the students.  Top    
achievers included Stephanie Brown, Stacey Flynn, 
and Katie Rice - all of whom will continue to study to 
A Level at ICD.  Other notable successes at AS  Lev-
el came from Jason Burt, Jodie Stanford and   Sarah 
McKernan. 
 
Mr Andrew Sleeth, Principal of Integrated College 
Dungannon praised the students’ success adding, 
“The success of our students encourages an         
increasing number of students to join ICD for Sixth 
Form.  We have carefully selected the range of 
courses available and are able to ensure that all our 
students’ subject requests are met. The results today 
are excellent.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish those students who have now completed their 
studies at ICD every success in the future and would 
invite them to stay in touch with the college, in the 
years to come, if we can help them in any way with 
their chosen career”. 

ICD  Celebrate  
GCSE Examination Success 

 
Students at Integrated College Dungannon (ICD) have 
also excelled at GCSE Level. Many of the students are  
returning to the College to continue their education 
choosing from a wide range of traditional and          
vocational A Levels.   
 
Following last week’s excellent A Level results, staff 
and students gathered once again at ICD to celebrate 
the GCSE examination results. 
 
Top GCSE achievers included:  Alanna Reynolds, 
Chloe Lee, Loinnir McAliskey, Emily Williamson and 
Laura Roberts with other notable successes from 
Ryan Smith and Donovan Abernethy. 
 
Mr Andrew Sleeth, ICD Principal, delighted with the 
results said, “It is great to celebrate our students’    
success with them and I would like to congratulate 
each and every one of them.  I would like to thank their 
parents and the staff of the college for their support 
and dedication.  Many of these students shall return to 
join Sixth Form at ICD.  I look forward to their return. 
To those students who are not returning, I wish them 
well for the future, and would ask them to remember to 
keep in touch with the college if we can help them with 
their future careers.” 
 
Students continuing their education post GCSE at ICD 
are able to choose from a wide variety of courses    
including: Applied ICT, Applied Science, Art & Design, 
Biology, BTEC Agriculture, BTEC Engineering, BTEC 
Hospitality, BTEC in Performing Arts, BTEC in Leisure 
& Tourism, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computing, 
Drama, English Literature, Geography, Health & Social 
Care, Mathematics, Modern History, Moving Image 
Arts, Nationals in Sport, Physics, Product Design & 
Technology, Psychology, Religious Education and   
Sociology. 
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RECORD BREAKING GCSE PERFORMANCE AT 
PARKHALL INTEGRATED COLLEGE 

 
Pupils at Parkhall Integrated College celebrated        
receiving their GCSE results on Thursday morning and 
with good reason. 
 
At the last confirmation of results, 95 pupils have 
achieved the target of 5A*-C Grades – approximately 
70% of the year group, an increase of almost 15% from 
2012.  Having risen 11% two years ago, this represents 
an increase of around 25% from 2010 and           
demonstrates the rising attainment levels within the 
school. 
 
Principal George Beattie commented, 
“We are all absolutely delighted with the results this 
year.  They have been achieved though hard work from 
the pupils, quality teaching from the staff and a high   
level of pastoral support and guidance.  The relationship 
and support of the parents also plays a crucial role in 
this success.  
 
The curriculum that we offer is suited to the needs and 
aspirations of the wide range of abilities of our pupils 
and allows them to achieve appropriate progression 
routes for the future.  As with many non-selective 
schools we will continue to focus on raising standards of 
literacy and numeracy and aim to raise our performance 
in these areas in the future”. 
 
Head of Careers, Jill Stubbs, highlighted the future    
opportunities for the pupils in both the academic areas 
and through the vocational route. 
 
“Some of our pupils transfer to Grammar School study 
at A Level whilst many seek vocational courses at NRC 
or Belfast Met.  It is crucial that we provide opportunities 
at GCSE Level for our pupils to fulfil their potential.  It is 
very important to us that all of our pupils also have    
access to high level careers advice and guidance to 
help them to make good career choices.” 
 
The College would like to extend a word of               
congratulations to all pupils who received their results 
yesterday. 

New-Bridge Delighted with Results  
 
The College is delighted at the high   
level of achievement of our pupils in 
their GCSE examinations.  We         
congratulate all our students on     
achieving 100% pass rate at grades A*-
C.  Over 75% of our Year 12 pupils have achieved 5 
or more GCSE grades A* – C; significantly above 
the Northern Ireland average for non selective 
schools and there has also been a 20% increase 
from last year’s results on the number of our        
students who achieved 7A*-C grades, with continual 
improvement in A*-C grades in GCSE English and 
Maths.  Our top ten students achieved between 6+ 
A*A grades which is represents a strong academic 
achievement for our school. 
 
The majority of our pupils will continue their          
education at New-Bridge Integrated College in Sixth 
Form, whilst some have secured places at the 
Southern Regional College to pursue their studies. 
With record breaking A level results last week, 
achieving the best set of A level results in the history 
of the college; our sixth form continues to expand 
with a wide range of courses on offer to match the 
ability range of our pupils. Anne Anderson, Principal 
said “I would like to take the opportunity to once 
again congratulate all our students and wish all of 
them every success in their future career pathways. I 
would also like to thank the dedicated staff at New-
Bridge for their hard work and commitment in      
helping the pupils to obtain these results.  We      
appreciate the ongoing support our parents have 
shown, in working with the college to create such a 
strong partnership, which has been key in our recent 
achievements.” 
 
A Level students will go on record as achieving the 
highest set of A Level results to date in New-Bridge 
IC.  98% of our pupils achieved 3 A Levels and over 
63% achieved 3A*-C grades.  This is a magnificent 
achievement and a reflection of the hard work of 
both students and teachers alike, working together 
with our supportive parents.  The NI Average for non 
selective schools was set at 44% for students 
achieving 3 A*-C grades at A Level so we are      
delighted to report that we are almost 20% above 
this figure at 63%; this reflects a 3 year trend in    
improved A Level results.  12 of our top pupils 
achieve A*/A grades in 2+ A Levels, with A* grades 
achieved in subjects including Mathematics, English, 
Sports Studies and Media Studies.  New-Bridge is 
an all ability school and we are delighted with the 
individual performance of all our pupils and         
congratulate them on their success.  We wish them 
all the best with their continued studies and careers. 
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Blackwater Integrated College surpasses its 
own high standards with GCSE results 

 
During August 2013, pupils from Blackwater           
Integrated College gathered nervously to take receipt 
of their GCSE results.  Their predecessors in 2012 
had achieved record results for the College, and     
anticipation was high that previous feats would be 
maintained with this year’s group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blackwater is delighted to announce that the College’s 
pupils have once again excelled, with 72% of pupils 
achieving 5 or more GCSEs at A*- C.  This is a result 
that the College is proud of, as it reflects a 10%      
increase on the previous year’s results, in addition to 
being above the UK-wide average of 68%. 
 
Blackwater would also like to draw attention to some 
particular successes; one pupil who had been        
attending our Learning Support Centre throughout 
Key Stage 3 with regard to emotional issues chose to 
attend mainstream classes during her Key Stage 4 
years.  Both the College and pupil were delighted 
when she attained 10 GCSEs at grades A* - C.   
 
Not only has the pupil given herself a tremendous 
foundation for further study, but this is also indicative 
of the sterling support that the College continues to 
provide to our pupils with Special Educational Needs.  
 
In addition to our strong academic results, Blackwater 
is delighted that 6 of our pupils achieved an A* in 
BTEC Engineering or BTEC Construction; the        
College’s commitment to vocational qualifications to 
supplement the academical has borne positive results 
and boosted these pupils’ confidence and ability to 
establish themselves in industry.  The world of       
employment awaits these individuals and they can be 
proud of their achievements and the headstart their 
hard work affords them. 
 
The Principal, Dr Olwen Griffith commented, “I am  
absolutely delighted.  Our staff have worked diligently 
all year to continue to raise standards and our young 
people have given themselves a fantastic platform to 
continue studies or move into employment.  I wish 
them all every success.” 

Crumlin Integrated College  
Celebrates Exam Results – Yet Again 

 
Once again, Crumlin Integrated College has 
emerged triumphant from this year’s GCSE results.  
These are impressive particularly in the light of the 
proposed arrangements for a Shared Education Post 
Primary School in Crumlin. 
 
A pleasing ‘Follow Up’ Inspection Report earlier in 
the year upgraded the school to “Satisfactory” and 
the ETI commented on, “the considerable number of 
improvements that have taken place since the time 
of the original inspection in January 2010.” 
 
One Year 12 parent commented, “I am so glad that I 
stuck with the school through all the hard times.” 
 
The Chairman of the Board of Governors, Mr Stanley 
Smith, expressed his delight, “I am very pleased with 
these results.  They are a credit to the staff of the 
school.  Coming on top of last year’s improvement, 
they confirm that the school is clearly moving in the 
right direction.” 
 
Outstanding performers included Isaac Anderson, 
Amy Barron, Christopher Collier, David Graham, 
Matthew Hull and Conor Reid – who all achieved 8 
GCSEs at grade C and higher. 
 
Impressive results were attained in most                
departments, but a special mention must go to the 
following: 
 
Double Award Science 100%  A*-C 
French    100%  A*-C 
Art and Design  100%  A*-C 
Engineering   100%  A*-C 
Motor Vehicle Inspection 100%  A*-C 
Single Award Science  86.4% A*-C 
Hospitality   85.7% A*-C 
Child Development  83.3% A*-C 
Occupational Studies  80%    A*-C 
 
We are so proud that our pupils this year exceeded 
the overall predicted school targets. 
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Drumragh’s Top Grade Results  

 
Students, staff and parents are again celebrating a 
strong set of GCSE results this year at Drumragh   
Integrated College. Many students have been         
delighted at the quality of their grades, and the        
percentage achieving five or more grades A*-C has 
risen significantly. 
  
The College is extremely proud of its students and 
extends its congratulations to every one of them. 
These grades are stepping stones to future plans and 
successes and staff are working hard with many      
students to help them choose the best course options 
in the Sixth Form. 
  
In addition to those achieving the highest grades, we 
congratulate all those who have achieved grades that 
are strong for them – their personal best. As an        
all-ability integrated college we celebrate and          
encourage the best in all of our students. 
  
Staff deserve recognition for their part in the many 
successes we are celebrating. They have worked so 
hard alongside students, supporting them and sharing 
their considerable expertise with them. One of the 
many qualities of this college is the strength of the   
relationships that exist between students and staff. 
We also appreciate the hard work, commitment and 
support of parents; the partnership between home and 
school is vital.  
 
Students, staff and parents from Drumragh Integrated 
College have celebrated an impressive set of AS and 
A-level results again this year. Standards continue to 
flourish and the College is delighted for the many   
students who have gained entry to the university 
courses or future options of their choice. This is a    
momentous next step for each one of them and they 
deserve their success.  The College congratulates 
them all as they are rewarded for their talents,      
commitment and months of hard work. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The College is a strong, warm learning community, 
and it is clear from this year’s results that integrated 
education supports success for students of all         
abilities. It also fosters the growth of the whole person 
and encourages young people to develop respect for 
others, generosity of spirit and strength of character. 
Integration provides a blueprint that should be        
embraced urgently by those who are shaping our    
political and social history.  
 
 

Fort Hill College Celebrates Success 
 

Fort Hill College were absolutely delighted with their 
GCSE and Post 16 results. 
 
The college celebrated their best results ever at 
GCSE level and as a result are looking at their biggest 
year 13 ever. Top students were achieving at A* - B 
across the curriculum and more importantly every   
student in the year group was successful.  
 
At Post 16 level again results were up on the previous 
year with many students progressing to the pathway 
of their first choice. Again Fort Hill had a number of 
students with top grades and the majority meeting 
their target grades. 
 
The Principal said, “It was a tough year for all but I 
hope proof that we can achieve excellence through 
team work. My thanks to staff, parents and of course 
students who contributed so positively through out the 
year.  We wish our students every success in the next 
chapter of their lives.” 
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Sperrin students celebrate 100% Pass Rate  
for A Level results 

 
The governors, teachers and pupils at Sperrin        
Integrated College are delighted with another set of 
outstanding examination results. 
 
This year’s achievements reflect the wealth of talent 
and ability of the pupils and reinforce the high     
standards of Learning and Teaching within the 
school. 
 
The school is absolutely delighted that this year our 
pupils have topped the poll with many achieving 
straight A grades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 90% of these Upper Sixth students have         
attained a place on a chosen course at University.  As 
a non-selective school this is outstanding. 
 
Former Sperrin students have now been graduating 
from university since 2012 and we have our very first 
‘1st Class Honours’ graduate in Jude Henderson who 
got his degree in Architecture from University of      
Ulster.  We look forward to our pupils’ continuing suc-
cess. 
 
Principal Alastair Rowan, commenting on the schools 
continuing academic success, stated ‘I am delighted 
with these results.  Our pupils’ success can be       
attributed to a number of factors.  These include    
excellent teaching, the high level of pastoral support 
and of course the hard work and dedication of our 
pupils.’ He added, ‘As an integrated school our staff 
are very achievement focused, with a high level of 
aspiration for all students.  This, coupled with parental 
support provides the winning formula for our          
continued high level of achievement.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shimna College Students 
Receiving Their Results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Aritz Sterne celebrates his straight As and A*s  

Sambie’s delighted with her three A’s  

All smiles together  

Two students achieved their A level in Irish 

while still in year 12  
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Erne Integrated College Pupils  
Celebrate Exam Success 

  

We are delighted with our Post 16 results as our Sixth 
Form continues to improve and grow. There is a 100% 
pass rate in a wide variety of subjects at A Level and 
excellent BTEC Level 3 achievements by students 
studying Construction, Engineering, Hospitality and 
Performing Arts. Mr Rees commented that the         
students should be proud of their achievements and 
efforts and thanked his staff for their hard work and 
commitment. Erne Integrated College has provided for 
a wide range of interests and studies which is reflected 
in the many different destinations of its students.  
 
The college’s record for school leavers at 18 is very 
strong, over 90% of our students go on to Further and 
Higher Education which is well above the Northern   
Ireland average. A/S students performed well and will 
no doubt be inspired and motivated  by the success of 
our A Level students. 
 
We are also very pleased with our Year 12 results. 
Students did well at GCSE and in other Level 2    
courses such as Occupational Studies at South West 
College. Top achiever Aidan Jones obtained 9 A*/A 
grades at GCSE. Much appreciation should go to all 
staff at the college and parents whose hard work and 
commitment have led to these achievements. Many of 
our students will be returning to our Sixth Form which 
continues to grow and we will also be welcoming stu-
dents from elsewhere. The results show that we cater 
for the most academic and for those more vocationally 
skilled. 
 

 
Another Outstanding Year of Academic 

Achievements for Slemish College 
 

Slemish College students once again achieved        
excellent results with 93% of students achieving 5 or 
more pass grades at GCSE and with all A2 students 
achieving 2 or more grades at A* to E, almost 50     
percent of entries were at grade B or above.  

Principal Dr McHugh was delighted with the            

performance and stated, “I’m so pleased with our Year 
12 students’ academic performance.  An outstanding 
80% of GCSE students achieved 5 or more GCSEs at 
Grade A* to C. Once again we are delighted with the 
value added to individual student performance with 
many students exceeding all expectations including 
those of performance indicators.” 
 
At A Level there were a number of particularly       
noteworthy individual achievements with 7 students 
achieving 3 or more Grade As: Andrew Burns (AAA); 
Amy O’Hara (A*AA); Michelle McAuley (AAA); Lee   
Mason (AAA); Bridget Keenan (AAA); Connor Crilly 
(AAA) and Joshua Hunter (AAAC). Other significant 
achievements at A2 included those of Bethany Meban 
(A*AB); Rachel Clarke (AAB); Sean Mackey (AAB); 
Hannah Reilly (AAB); Joanne Rodgers (AAB); Chelsea 
McWilliams (AAC); Thomas Meehan (A*AC); Alix 
Johnston (ABBC); Caitlin Wilkinson (ABB) and        
Suzanna Morris (ABC).  

The Principal recognised not only the efforts of the   
students but also their families stating, “We are so 
blessed to have had great parental support for which I 
am truly grateful. I’m sure there are many delighted 
mums and dads who are very proud of their young 
people”. Likewise he paid tribute to the efforts of his 
staff saying, “The teachers and support staff are also 
to be congratulated for their tireless efforts. It is     
commendable that 10 subject areas achieved only 
Grade Cs or above and in 3 subject areas 100 percent 
of the candidates achieved Grade As.”  

At AS Level there were other success stories with   
Nicole Quinn achieving Grades ABB, Jordan           
Miller  ABBC, Megan McKenna AAB, Rebecca Ewing 
AAC, Paul Davison AAB, Sarah Jones AAC, Kirsten 
Black AAC, Daniel Appleton AABB and Eddie Cannon 
ABBC. Dr McHugh concluded, “I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate all our students who       
undertook external exams and I wish those who are 
progressing to other pathways every future success. I 
would also like to offer sincere thanks to the parents, 
staff and Board of Governors at Slemish College for it 
is our unique partnership founded on commitment and 
mutual support that has ensured the continuing       
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 Ulidia Integrated College 
 
We are delighted that our Sixth Form and Year 12    
students have once again exceeded not just the 
schools high expectation and targets, but also those 
set out by the Department of Education for Northern 
Ireland to benchmark and measure academic success 
and high quality teaching and learning. 
 
The results of Ulidia Integrated College once again 
surpass the other top performing non-grammar 
schools from last year. 
 
98% of our sixth form students have attained three or 
more A Levels or equivalent, with 62% of all results 
being at A* or A grade.  As an indication of excellence, 
I am pleased to note that 82% of our students gained 
three or more A*-C grades. 
 
Comparing Ulidia’s GCSE results with the most recent 
benchmarking data available Ulidia is still ranked in the 
top 5% of non-grammar schools in Northern            
Ireland.  Furthermore, the number of students who 
achieved 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C including 
Mathematics and English increased by 12% over last 
year. 
 
A special mention to Martha Glass (6 A*’s & 3 A’s), 
Caitlin Donnelly (3 A*’s, 2 A’s & 2 B’s), Danny Magill (3 
A*’s, 3 A’s & 3 B’s) and Ben Thompson (2 A*’s, 4 A’s & 
2 B’s) who all performed exceptionally well. 
 
Whilst standards across the country have been        
reported as having fallen, it is with immense pride that 
we report that Ulidia Integrated College’s remarkable 
GCSE results continue to excel year on year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eugene Martin, Principal said, “I would like to         
congratulate all of our Sixth Form and Year 12        
students and the staff of the college for their            
endeavour and dedication over the last two 
years.  This has culminated in the students achieving 
another excellent set of examination results. 
 
I would also like to congratulate those students from 
the other schools in the town who have studied with us 
as part of the Carrickfergus Learning Community.  I 
am equally delighted to report that all of those students 
passed their examinations with us, with over 86% of 
the results at A* -C or equivalent. 

 
On behalf of the Board of Governors and staff, may I 
wish all the students the very best for their future.” 

 
 
 
 

North Coast Integrated College 

 

Pupils from North Coast Integrated College this week            
celebrated excellent achievement across the broad 
curriculum they received at the College, as they      
received their A Level Results on Thursday. 

And in congratulating the achievements of his pupils, 
Principal Jim Frizelle pointed out that North Coast           
Integrated College’s unique blend of programmes is in 
direct response to student needs and the modern   
marketplace. He added that the College offers pupils 
new and interesting subject choices that break the 
mould of traditional and often outdated subjects that 
no longer reflect the needs of employers. 

Mr Frizelle congratulated all 120 A-Level students who 
successfully completed their sixth form study at the 
College. 

“Our subject options are designed to suit the specific 
needs and interests of each year group. Our subjects 
are selected to suit our students. Not the other way 
around. This means our students are able to study and 
get valuable qualifications in subjects that really      
interest them. 

Yes, of course exam success is important but it is not 
the only focus for education at North Coast Integrated. 
It is vital that pupils are prepared for the world of work 
and benefit from the skills that will allow them to      
continue their education. 

At North Coast Integrated the curriculum changes 
each year to meet the needs of the pupils and takes 
into consideration labour market trends. 

He concluded it is as always a team effort and of 
course the parents who very often can feel the brunt of 
the pressure can relax and be very proud of all that 
their children have achieved.” 
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Hazelwood Boys forge ahead at GCSE 
 

Hazelwood Integrated College is celebrating 
an outstanding set of GCSE results today 
with 82% of students achieving 5 subjects at       
A* - C. The figure including English & Maths 
is up 15% on last year. 

 
For the first time in five years there has been a gender 
shift with 52% of those achieving 5A*-C being boys. 
This is an extremely pleasing statistic as the College 
has dedicated considerable resources over the past 
number of years to raising boys’ achievement.  
 
STEM subjects have excelled this year with almost 
two thirds of students achieving a grade A* or grade A 
in Additional Science,100% C+ in Electronics, 91% of 
students achieving a C+ in Engineering and 63% of 
students achieving C+ in Maths. Our ICT teachers are 
to be commended for an amazing set of results 
with130 A* or A grades. 
 
The Principal, Mrs Kathleen Gormley said, “These   
tremendous results mean Hazelwood will welcome 
back its largest ever sixth form. This coincides with the 
opening, in September 2013, of our new post 16     
centre which has been jointly funded by the Integrated 
Education Fund and The Belfast Trust for Integrated 
Education. We will now be offering three different 
pathways at Post 16 which will ensure that all of our 
students are ready for University, Further Education or 
Employment”. 
 

A Level Success for All at Hazelwood! 

All 107 Hazelwood students achieved 100% success 
in their Advanced Level results today. 

The Principal Mrs Kathleen Gormley said, “The       
excellent results from this diverse group of sixth      
formers across 23 subjects reflect the hard work of 
both students and teachers and provide students with 
the platform to move on to further and higher           
education as well as employment”. 

This year, as part of our developing partnership with 
Further Education we have offered subjects such as 
Construction and Engineering. We will enhance this 
further in the next academic year by offering           
Hospitality, Catering and Environmental Technology 

Hazelwood’s reputation for excellence in educating 
international students has continued, with 11 students 
achieving top grades at Advanced Level. We aim to 
enhance this further in the next academic year by 
providing opportunities for International work        
placements. 

Combined with our Advanced level curriculum we 
have a careers programme in place which               

concentrates on new job opportunities in Northern   
Ireland and beyond. This has allowed our students to 
make informed choices when deciding on their future 
pathway. 

The opening of a new sixth form centre in September 
2013 will build on the College’s success at A level, 
and provide the necessary facilities to cope with the 
increase in students wishing to study at Hazelwood 
Integrated College. 

 

GCSE Celebrations at Priory  
 

Pupils and staff at Priory Integrated 
College, Holywood are celebrating 
today after receiving a bumper crop of 
GCSE results.  60% of the pupils achieved at least 5 
GCSE grades at A* - C and many pupils achieved A 
and A* grades in a whole range of subjects including 
English, Mathematics, Science, ICT and Technology & 
Design, Business Studies and Art.  College Head Boy 
Jordan Wright, was one such pupil, achieving 10 
GCSEs, including 1 A*, 7 grade As and a grade B.  
Rebecca Reid was another top achiever, with 8 As 
and a B.  Ilyas Bektasoglu got 10 GCSEs including 3 
at grade A*.   
 
“We are so proud of all of our students this year,” said 
Ms Argument, the college Principal.  “The students, 
their parents and teachers have worked so hard and it 
is wonderful to see their efforts come to fruition.  It al-
so represents a significant improvement in results at 
this level in the college, which is something upon 
which we are determined to build in the future.” 
 

Record-breaking Year for Priory  
A Level Results 

 
Students at Priory Integrated College achieved        
outstanding results this year, with 96% of the Year 14 
students achieving at least two A Level grades at A*-E 
and a record-breaking 88% achieving at least 3 A   
Level grades at A*-C.  Many students achieved the top 
grades of A and A*, including Paul Ward’s two A*s in 
Double Award Business and a grade A in Information 
Technology, Laura Forster’s 3 As in Double Award 
Business and Health & Social Care, Shane Davidson’s 
A* in Sport, A in Business Studies and B in ICT and 
Margaret McDowell who achieved 3 
Bs in Business Studies, Travel and 
tourism and Religious Education.  
“This is our best ever set of A Level 
results,” said Ms Argument, the     
college Principal.  “We are so         
delighted that the hard work of all of 
our students and staff has paid off 
and that the young people can now 
look forward to taking their places at 
university.’” 
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The January Supplement on Integrated Education 
Needs Your School 

 
NICIE will be producing a supplement in conjunction with The Irish News on Integrated             
Education. It will be circulated inside The Irish News and The News Letter on Wednesday 8

th
 

January, 2014 and inside Farm Week on Thursday, 9
th
 January, 2014. We are keen that as many 

of our integrated schools as possible will choose to advertise in this supplement which will be     
circulated widely during the Transfer & Open Enrolment Application period. The Irish News will be 
in touch with you at the end of October to book your slot. Please don’t hesitate to contact NICIE in 
the meantime if you have any queries on 028 9097 2910. 
 

This is your opportunity to promote your school and Integrated Education. 

Post Primary Heads of History in SELB have been invited to attend a two day Digital Story Telling 
training in the AMMA centre Armagh on 24

th
 and 25

th
 September  2013.The course will provide       

opportunities for teachers to consider how the use of digital story telling may support them in the 
teaching of significant historical events during the Decade of Anniversaries with particular reference 
to World War 1, The Easter Rising and the Partition of Ireland. Emma Thorpe who is Archive          
Development Officer for Northern Ireland Screen will attend the course and will explore the use of 
digital archive materials on these events through the  CCEA website. The training is part of a         
programme of support and guidance for teachers on the teaching of the commemoration of significant 
events and has been developed through the project  “Facing the Past Shaping Our Future” run by 
Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education and funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs . 
The training materials from the course will be made available for all history teachers on the project’s  
website address below after the courses. 
 
Please contact Sheelagh Dean for further information on 07905 719181 
 

www.facingthepastshapingthefuture.com 

Event Date Location Contact 

Digital Story Telling training 24th & 25th Sept AMMA Centre, Armagh Sheelagh Dean - O7905719181 

SCDL Conference 24th October  Stormont Hotel, Belfast Sarah or Bernie @ NICIE office 

NICIE AGM & Annual Dinner 22nd November Riddle Hall, Belfast NICIE Office 

IIEW 2014 3rd-7th Mar 2014 All Integrated Schools NICIE Office 

Celebration of IIEW2014 7th March 2014 Long Gallery, Stormont NICIE Office 

http://www.facingthepastshapingthefuture.com
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A short drama 

inspired by the book 

of  the same title 

produced by NIMMA 

aimed at Key Stage 4 

and Sixth Form. 

MIXED EMOTIONS by Andrea Gr imason  

Mixed Emotions is a dramatic interpretation with live music of 

the challenges faced by couples past and present as they enter 

into a mixed faith marriage. Through a series of flashbacks we see 

the challenges and obstacles faced by two couples from the 1940’s 

and present day and see their love tested to the limits as they 

face opposition in their communities and highlight how society 

has progressed in supporting mixed marriages. 

This production is accompanied with a post-show workshop 

facilitated by the actors and director, exploring the issues raised 

by the production. Total running time including workshop is two 

hours. Areas within the Curriculum such as Citizenship, RE and 

English will be covered and there will be an accompanying book 

and resource pack for follow up work and activities. 

Contact Bernie Kells Project Manager,  

Sharing Classrooms: Deepening Learning  

on  02890 972811  

for more information on booking this 

production and workshop. 

MI
XE

D 
EM
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IO
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Teachers and students in the Sharing Classrooms 
Deepening Learning (SCDL) Project will be among the 
first to see a new play a play about mixed marriage 
which premieres on Monday 9th September at Lorne 
Girl Guides’ Centre, Holywood. 
 

Developed by the Northern Ireland Council for          

Integrated Education (NICIE) and the Northern Ireland 

Mixed Marriage Association (NIMMA), the drama aims 

to help students discuss issues related to the past and 

reconciliation. The play is linked to real life stories of 

mixed marriage couples featured in the NIMMA book 

‘Mixed Emotions’. 

 

The SCDL Project seeks to create inclusive               

environments in increasingly diverse classrooms and is 

funded by the International Fund for Ireland through its 

Sharing in Education Programme. 

 
 

SCDL Project Manager, Bernie Kells, liaised with    
NIMMA to have its book used by local teachers and 
said: “We foresee a great drama with accompanying 
teacher resources that are explicitly connected to 
‘Mixed Emotions’. The play will also feature on a     
showcase video that we are making about the SCDL 
Project, excerpts of which will be used online.” 
 
NIMMA Chairman Ken Dunn said; “This is a major    
advance for NIMMA and one that allows us to reach 
one of our target audiences, teenagers. 
 
“NIMMA has a simple, straightforward message of   
tolerance and reconciliation and the book was written 
as a vehicle for that message and with an audience of 
young people specifically in mind. 
 
“We thank the International Fund for Ireland and our 
partners in NICIE for their faith in the project, their  
commitment to it and their vision in producing it, and 
making it so accessible to our young people.” 

Staff at New-Bridge Integrated College recently        
participated in a training session on the “Teaching of 
Controversial Issues” organised by NICIE and delivered 
by NICIE staff as part of the school’s ongoing Staff    
Development Programme for 2013-2014. 
 
During the session teachers considered the relevance 
to the curriculum of teaching sensitive and emotive   
issues and explored questions such as “How should we 
approach the teaching of sensitive and emotive issues 
during the Decade of Centenaries?” “What are the   
implications for the whole curriculum both in the     
classroom and beyond?” Drawing upon the expertise 
within the school, the Heads of History and Citizenship 
modelled existing good practice to help answer these 
questions and demonstrated the importance of using 
the appropriate teaching strategies to handle the     
sensitive nature of these issues for the classroom. 
 
The staff evaluations of the session showed a great 
level of self awareness as regards their own teaching 
and an interest in moving this initiative forward through 
more professional development for staff, pupils and the 
wider school community.  
 
The Principal, Mrs Anne Anderson expressed her    
support for the continuation of this important work and 
gave an outline of the school’s commitment to         
continuing further work in this area in the future.  Mrs 
Anderson addressed staff and stated “We in New-
Bridge Integrated College already have a strong     
foundation upon which we can continue to build 
through our Connected Learning projects, our work on 

CRED, and our integrated ethos.  The          integrated 
nature of our college is very important to us.  At New-
Bridge Integrated College we pay great        attention to 
ensuring that our young people have      opportunities 
to share and learn with, from and about one another.  
We work hard to develop a respect for difference within 
our school and strive to create an   environment which 
promotes respect for the diversity which exists within 
our school and the developing of good relationships 
with one another whilst learning with, from and about 
each other in a respectful         environment where we 
can be open to hearing a variety of perspectives and 
opinions. 
 
We look forward to developing specific guidelines and 
on-going support for our teachers, pupils and the wider 
school community about how we deal with controversial 
issues in the classroom and beyond. It is our intention 
to engage fully with our NICIE colleagues, CCEA and 
programmes such as “Facing History” to continue to 
inspire and support our pupils in having a broad       
educational experience which supports them in        
becoming good citizens in the future.”  

Principal, Mrs Anne Andrerson with Sheelagh 

Dean and Denise Morgan from NICIE 
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It was with genuine sadness that the pupils, families 
and staff of Cranmore Integrated Primary School    
finished their school year.  Mrs Helen Hamilton their 
visionary, founding Principal retired after twenty years 
in her position. Her dedication to integration is             
unquestionable and her drive is exhausting. The      
children are at the centre of everything she does, she 
stopped at nothing to get what they needed, to ensure 
they fulfilled their potential and succeeded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School will go on without her but her charisma and 
infectious personality will be difficult to emulate. Mrs H 
creates a ‘buzz’ everywhere she goes. The children 
loved to chat to her and readily opened up about even 
the most difficult topics. Through her day to day           
interactions with pupils, parents and staff, she showed 
wit and humour like no other.  
 
Helen took a very big risk in 1993, when she gave up 

a permanent post to become the first Principal of a 

school: 

 whose building did not exist  

 which had no pupils enrolled 

 had neither staff nor finances  

 and had no Department of Education approval 

until August 1993. 

Only the vision, selflessness and determination that 

she showed in these early days enabled the dream of 

an integrated primary school in south Belfast, to     

become a reality. The school began in a disused    

children’s home in Adelaide Park. The building while 

full of character was also full of dry rot. However, her 

tenacity from those early days has ensured the     

sustainability of Cranmore, which now caters for over 

224 pupils and their parents and is now located on 

Finaghy Road North in modern purpose-built facilities. 

 

 

This innovative environment has truly transformed the 
lives of some of the most disadvantaged pupils and 
their families in South and West Belfast. Helen has 
always gone the extra mile for parents and pupils. Her 
particular passion is to ensure that the needs of all 
children were addressed including many children with 
complex special needs. When she was awarded the 
Ted Wragg Lifetime Achievement Teaching Award it 
was said that “she will stop at nothing to get what she 
wants for her pupils”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a celebratory assembly to mark Helen’s retirement 
a senior member of the teaching staff acknowledged, 
‘You are not just a Principal but social worker,     
counsellor, peace maker, nurse, architect, financial 
advisor, gardener, interior designer and story teller.’ 
 
The whole school community contributed to a ‘Legacy 
Garden’ which was opened after a celebratory      
concert. Pupils, parents, teachers and grandparents 
all contributed to the mosaic which is found in the 
centre of the garden and shows Helen with the      
children having fun!  
 
Helen has given a lifetime of service to education, but 
her greatest achievement has arguably been over the 
last 20 years when she has developed and grown one 
of the most successful and forward-thinking primary 
schools in Belfast.  
 
‘She may wear a size four shoe but I’m sure you’ll all 
agree they’ll be very, very big boots to fill!’  
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