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19 November 2012 - report for website 
NICIE Annual General Meeting 2011-12 
Principals, Governors and Trustees came together at the 23rd Annual General Meeting of NICIE, which took place on Friday 16th November at 5.00pm in Riddel Hall, Stranmillis Road, Belfast, followed by dinner. 

 The highlight of the evening was the launch of the new NICIE website. 
This is a major development for NICIE.  Included for the first time on the website is a history of NICIE and the Trusts that support the development of Integrated Education. NICIE is also linking its website in with social media, linking it to Facebook and to Twitter.
The website includes sections for parents, staff and students and gives details of the different  projects with which NICIE is involved and the training programmes that NICIE offers to parents, teachers and governors. 

We hope that the website will be a useful and accessible resource for parents and schools and those wishing to further the development of integrated education.

Lorna McAlpine, Senior Development Officer at NICIE, said: “NICIE was started in 1987 and incorporated in 1989. We hope that there will be a ‘living history’ on the website.”

The AGM paid tribute to the work of Colm Cavanagh standing down as Chair of the Board of Directors of NICIE. The first President of NICIE was appointed and the meeting was pleased to ratify Colm Cavanagh as its first President. Colm has devoted many years to the promotion of Integrted Education, both in Derry and on a regional basis. We are honoured that he will continue this work in this new role.

Noreen Campbell, Chief Executive of NICIE, in her report paid tribute to his work. She highlighted the challenges of Area Based Planning, arguing that NICIE should have had greater involvement in this process.
Noreen Campbell also welcomed the contribution of the appointment of Associates to NICIE to support schools in the Area Based Planning Process and other work.
Noreen reported on a busy year for NICIE, including the inaugural International Peace Education Conference in March in Belfast. Teachers from Israel, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia, Croatia and Cyprus as well as academics from Germany, the USA and Northern Ireland attended, which focused on ways of educating together young people from different cultures in a context of division and conflict. 

Noreen also highlighted the work of the Sharing Classrooms, Deepening Learning project, which works across a range of schools and NICIE’s Global Initiatives, with Connecting Classrooms in Iraq and the Global Schools Partnerships link in Sri Lanka.

In October, the ‘Facing the Past: Shaping the Future’ website (www.facingthepastshapingthefuture.com) was launched, funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs, Dublin (DFAD) in 2011-12. The website provides easy internet access to a range of innovative resources and approaches which will assist schools in the commemoration of a decade of anniversaries 1912 -1922. Noreen Campbell commended the work of Sheelagh Dean and Carmel Gallagher in this important project.

Colm Cavanagh, the outgoing Chairperson of the Board of Directors, thanked the staff of NICIE.  He also paid tribute to Corporal Channing Day, a former pupil of Strangford IC, who was killed while serving in Afghanistan in October.

Colm also highlighted the difficulties of integrated education in countries like Israel and Croatia, further complicated by language difficulties. “The act of separating children makes them think there is a difference,” he emphasised.
Marie Cowan presented Colm Cavanagh with a beautiful sculpture, in recognition of Colm’s major role in the development of Integrated Education throughout Northern Ireland, noting how he “thought nothing of travelling throughout the country” and “never taking no for an answer”, steered the Integrated Education Movement through some difficult times, concluding by saying: “Integrated Education would have been a much in a much poorer place” without him. 
After the formal business was concluded, including presentation of financial reports and Standing Committees, the Nitty Gritty Theatre group, under the direction of Andrea Grimason, entertained the delegates with short drama piece on 1912 in Belfast. 
· On Saturday, 17th November in the Canada Room, Queen’s University, the NICIE Annual Seminar took place. The theme this year was ‘Alternative Routes to Integration’ and the seminar was introduced by Noreen Campbell. A lively round table discussion explored the various challenges and current issues facing integrated education.
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