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Excellence in Integrated Education Award 
Enniskillen Integrated Primary School was honoured by NICIE (Northern Ireland Council For Integrated Education) at The Wellington Park Hotel on Friday 16h November 2012 at 12.15pm in a ceremony to mark the Excellence in Integrated Education Award. 

The EIEA Awards ceremony was part of the APTIS conference, which was opened by a choir from Millennium Integrated Primary School. The award was presented by Joanne Stuart, OBE from the Science Park and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics strategy). Noelle Buick, the Chief Inspector of the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI), was among the speakers. 
The children from Enniskillen Integrated Primary School entertained those present by singing and telling what their school means to them.
Neil Jardine, Chair of the Board of Governors of Enniskillen Integrated Primary School, said:

“On the 8th November 1987, a bomb exploded in the Reading Rooms in Enniskillen, opposite the town’s War Memorial, where a crowd was gathering to honour the sacrifice made by those who lost their lives during two world wars and in the Troubles that blighted our island at that time. Eleven people died on the day, a twelfth died 13 years later after falling into a coma after the bomb and 63 people were injured. 

“In the aftermath of the horrific events of 25 years ago, a group called Enniskillen Together was set up by like-minded individuals to explore ways of promoting community relations within our town. One of those who joined up was John Maxwell, no stranger to tragedy at the hands of terrorists, having lost his son Paul in 1979 in the explosion that took the life of Earl Mountbatten and two others. John’s vision, along with the late Bill Barbour and others was the ideal of shared education between the two sides of the religious divide. In the face of much opposition and occasional vitriol, money was raised, premises were found and in September 1989, Enniskillen Integrated Primary School accepted its first pupils and our school was born. 64 pupils and 3 staff started off on that day on a journey which, as with most journeys, had its fair share of ups and downs and more than one diversion along its way. 

“Twenty three years on, our school is firmly established within the local community, a vibrant catalyst for the change that is required to move forward to a better future.  In 2007 we finally moved into our new permanent building, with full enrolment across every year group. For the past 10 years, we have been oversubscribed for both nursery and primary 1 intakes, to the extent that parents were no longer applying for places because the word on the street was “the integrated is always oversubscribed, sure you’ve no chance of getting in there”.  This year, through the application of extreme persistence, we have been able to accept a double intake into P1. This is the first phase of our development plan in which we hope to provide a two class format throughout years 1-7.”

Mr Jardine continued: “Temporary teachers and other support staff, who visit the school, universally comment on the positive, inclusive attitude displayed by the staff, which is shared and often exceeded by our greatest asset, our children.”

Mr Jardine also paid tribute to the work of the Governors, Parents’ Council, teaching and non-teaching staff and the Principal, Adele Kerr, MBE.
“We, as a school, and I as its Chair of Governors, are equally humbled, thrilled and proud to accept this recognition from our peers and can assure you that this will not be simply viewed as a well done pat on the back, but as a spur to drive our vision of teaching and learning on an equal, inclusive, child centred basis onwards and upwards.”

The Excellence in Integrated Education Award provides a self-evaluation tool for schools which wish to explore, in a more meaningful fashion, how integration informs ethos, management, governance and learning and teaching within the school. It is based on the four core principles of integration, namely: equality, faith and values, parental involvement and social responsibility, and provides schools with a structure through which a comprehensive school-wide review can take place.

NICIE believes that the Excellence in Integrated Education Award scheme contributes to school improvement through strengthening ethos and that furthermore it complements the current Department of Education initiative of ‘Every school a good school – a policy for school improvement’. This is the third year of the Awards, which have been going from strength to strength.
· If you are interested in taking part in next year’s EIEA awards, the closing date for assessment is 31 March, 2013. Please contact Cliodhna Scott-Wills at NICIE on 028 9097 2910, e-mail cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk for further information.
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