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12 November 2012 

The Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE) congratulates patron Sir Kenneth Branagh on his Knighthood
Honour awarded for his enormous contribution to the arts as well as his personal investment in local causes including integrated education
Belfast, 12th November 2012 – NICIE, Northern Ireland’s leading advocate of integrated education, is delighted to offer Sir Kenneth Branagh its congratulations on his knighthood.

“Sir Kenneth Branagh has long been a patron of NICIE’s supporting its mission to build a better vision for children of all faiths and none in his home country. That this honour is due to both his stellar accomplishments on stage and screen as well as his commitment to local causes is a source of great pride,” commented Noreen Campbell, CEO, NICIE. “We are particularly touched that, in an interview on this honour, he referenced his support for Integrated Education and the work of NICIE. We look forward to inviting Sir Kenneth to continue his active role in providing an inspiration for all children from all walks of life in the province.
“To have such a prestigious patron is a great honour. It is significant that many major voices in the artistic world support the cause of educating children together,” added Ms Campbell. “That our most famous sons and daughters, who have achieved greatly on the international canvas, support educating children together, encourages us to continue with our work. The time is ripe for change. The voice and the support of Sir Kenneth and others will speed the day when, by right, our children will be educated together.”

ENDS

For further information or to arrange an interview with a spokesperson please contact Noreen Campbell, Chief Executive Officer at (028) 9097 2910 or mob. 07878721327 or via email to ncampbell@nicie.org.uk or Louise McIvor, Communications Secretary, lmcivor@nicie.org.uk tel: (028) 9097 2910.

Notes to the Editor 

1. In Northern Ireland, about 93% of children attend schools which are either exclusively or predominantly Catholic or Protestant. The first integrated school, Lagan College, opened in 1981 with 28 pupils. There are currently 62 integrated schools in Northern Ireland, 20 second level colleges and 42 integrated primaries, educating over 21,000 pupils. 


2. A recent Ipsos Mori poll found that almost 90% of the population support Integrated Education and more than 90% believe that Integrated Education is important for promoting a shared and better future and promoting mutual process. 

3. Integrated schools are co-educational, accept children from all levels of ability and social backgrounds and practise a child-centred approach to teaching methods.

4. Established in 1987, The Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE) is a voluntary organisation that was set up to develop, support and promote Integrated Education in Northern Ireland.  The underpinning principles of Integrated Education is that by bringing Catholic, Protestant and children of other faiths together in a shared learning environment, they can learn to understand, respect and tolerate their differences.  For more information please visit www.nicie.org
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