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NEWS RELEASE – For Immediate Release

14 November 2012 

Excellence in Integrated Education Award
Enniskillen Integrated Primary School is being honoured by NICIE (Northern Ireland Council For Integrated Education) at The Wellington Park Hotel on Friday 16h November 2012 at 12.15pm in a ceremony to mark the Excellence in Integrated Education Award. 

A choir from Millennium Integrated Primary School will open the ceremony. The award will be presented by Joanne Stuart, OBE from the Science Park and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics strategy). Noelle Buick, the Chief Inspector of the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI), will be among the speakers. 
The children from Enniskillen Integrated Primary School will entertain those present by singing and telling what their school means to them.
The Excellence in Integrated Education Award provides a self-evaluation tool for schools which wish to explore, in a more meaningful fashion, how integration informs ethos, management, governance and learning and teaching within the school. It is based on the four core principles of integration, namely: equality, faith and values, parental involvement and social responsibility, and provides schools with a structure through which a comprehensive school-wide review can take place.

NICIE believes that the Excellence in Integrated Education Award scheme contributes to school improvement through strengthening ethos and that furthermore it complements the current Department of Education initiative of ‘Every school a good school – a policy for school improvement’. This is the third year of the Awards, which have been going from strength to strength.
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For further information or to arrange an interview with a spokesperson please contact Louise McIvor, Communications Secretary, lmcivor@nicie.org.uk tel: (028) 9097 2910.

Notes to the Editor 

1. In Northern Ireland, about 93% of children attend schools which are either exclusively or predominantly Catholic or Protestant. The first integrated school, Lagan College, opened in 1981 with 28 pupils. There are currently 62 integrated schools in Northern Ireland, 20 second level colleges and 42 integrated primaries, educating over 21,000 pupils. 


2. A recent Ipsos Mori poll found that almost 90% of the population support Integrated Education and more than 90% believe that Integrated Education is important for promoting a shared and better future and promoting mutual process. 

3. Integrated schools are co-educational, accept children from all levels of ability and social backgrounds and practise a child-centred approach to teaching methods.

4. Established in 1987, The Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE) is a voluntary organisation that was set up to develop, support and promote Integrated Education in Northern Ireland.  The underpinning principles of Integrated Education is that by bringing Catholic, Protestant and children of other faiths together in a shared learning environment, they can learn to understand, respect and tolerate their differences.  For more information please visit www.nicie.org
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