
 Integrated Education, Intergroup Relations and Political Identities in Northern Ireland: Results from a Recent Study 
Education is often seen as a means of achieving social change. Underlying this view is contact theory, which argues that increased contact between social groups will serve to reduce prejudicial attitudes and alleviate racial and ethnic divisions. A recent study, undertaken by Bernadette C. Hayes, Ian McAllister and Lizanne Dowds, tests and extends these propositions by examining the long-term impact of segregated and integrated education on political identities and attitudes. Using a pooled sample of surveys conducted on the adult population in Northern Ireland between 1998 and 2003, it addresses, for the first time, the question of  whether or not experiencing a religiously integrated education has a significant effect on the political outlooks of Protestants and Catholics within this society.  The results suggest that attendance at a religiously integrated school – either one formally constituted as integrated or a religious school incorporating a proportion from the opposite religion – has positive long-term benefits in promoting a less sectarian stance on national identity and constitutional preferences (for a comprehensive account of the study and a detailed discussion of its findings see: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sociology/people/details.php?id=b.hayes)

