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NEWS RELEASE – For Immediate Release

25th October 2012 
‘Facing the Past: Shaping the Future’ website launch
Leading young people in exploring and commemorating during a decade of anniversaries
The Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE), Noreen Campbell, welcomed guests to the launch of a new website, ‘Facing the Past: Shaping the Future’, which took place in the Drawing Room, Cultra Manor, Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, on Wednesday, 24th October. 
The ‘Facing the Past: Shaping the Future’ project, funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs, Dublin (DFAD)  in 2011-12, has produced a unique website (www.facingthepastshapingthefuture.com) which provides easy internet access to a range of innovative resources and approaches which will assist schools in the commemoration of a decade of anniversaries 1912 -1922.  
The website has been designed to support primary and post primary teachers across all schools to help pupils understand how their identity has been influenced and shaped and to appreciate the perspectives of others. 

These resources promote a multi-perspective enquiry approach to the study of contentious events and their contemporary commemorations and are customised to both primary and post-primary schools and to a range of subjects, key stages and curriculum and examinations qualifications to addressing these issues.  The website is one of the first of its kind to offer such a comprehensive set of ideas and approaches to address contentious commemorations.  

Noreen Campbell, Chief Executive of NICIE, said: “I am delighted to announce the launch of the Facing our Past: Shaping the Future website. 2012 marks the beginning of a decade of historical centenaries and this innovative website has been designed to help pupils and teachers address issues around these contentious issues in an objective way. I’d like to thank the Department of Foreign Affairs in Dublin for their support in bringing this project to its fruition.”
The audience were also treated to beautiful music provided by the choir of Hazelwood Integrated Primary School as well as a short drama piece on 1912 in Belfast from the Nitty Gritty Theatre Company directed by Andrea Grimason.
ENDS

For further information or to arrange an interview with a spokesperson please contact Noreen Campbell, Chief Executive Officer at (028) 9097 2910 or mob. 07878721327 or via email to ncampbell@nicie.org.uk or Louise McIvor, Communications Secretary, lmcivor@nicie.org.uk tel: (028) 9097 2910.
Notes to the Editor 
1. In Northern Ireland, about 93% of children attend schools which are either exclusively or predominantly Catholic or Protestant. The first integrated school, Lagan College, opened in 1981 with 28 pupils. There are currently 62 integrated schools in Northern Ireland, 20 second level colleges and 42 integrated primaries, educating over 21,000 pupils. 


2. A recent Ipsos Mori poll found that almost 90% of the population support Integrated Education and more than 90% believe that Integrated Education is important for promoting a shared and better future and promoting mutual process. 

3. Integrated schools are co-educational, accept children from all levels of ability and social backgrounds and practise a child-centred approach to teaching methods.

4. Established in 1987, The Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE) is a voluntary organisation that was set up to develop, support and promote Integrated Education in Northern Ireland.  The underpinning principles of Integrated Education is that by bringing Catholic, Protestant and children of other faiths together in a shared learning environment, they can learn to understand, respect and tolerate their differences.  For more information please visit www.nicie.org
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